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Carville Mardi Gras--1956 

Here are some the floats the parade which preceded the Carnival Ball. The local unit the American 

Legion Auxiliary entered “King Midas and the Golden Touch” (foreground), Louisiana’s ALA Department 

President, Mrs. Hattie Dayries, Baton Rouge, special guest, seated. Joey the float entered THE 
STAR (center) and the local Lions Club float the background. (Story page 
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Some Patients Have Known 


score years spent the same 
place, where people come live not 
because they like the climate other 
residents, but because THE place 
sure receiving the best possible 
medical treatment for their particular 
illness, brings one contact with peo- 
ple from all walks life. 

I’ve known charming, gracious 
women accustomed living 
who have taken their hospitalization 
stride without I’ve also 
known people who became acquainted 
room; here, and brief time began 
complaining that bath water was too 
hot too cold. 

I’ve met globe trotters, whose custom 
tailored suits were the finest quality 
from European shops, who seemed 
enjoy chatting any subject without 
bragging about the past. the other 
hand, I’ve known people who had never 
traveled miles beyond their own 
homes before entering this hospital, who 
fields, and looked down their noses 
the confining life this institution. 

Here one needs linguist, for 
the normal routine day you may 
hear several languages spoken. But most 
these patients eventually learn smat- 
tering English least, others receive 
their high school diplomas while here, 
and some few later take college work. 

lack linguistic ability brings 
mind occurrence first weeks 
this community. had never lived, 
nor attended school, where Spanish was 
spoken. Going through the maze 
walks one day, and those days not get- 
ting lost the intricate tangle walks 
and crosswalks was real accomplish- 
ment for newcomer, was approached 
middle aged chubby Mexican wo- 
man, whom not think had seen 
before. she came nearer, smiled 
and nodded head greeting, but 
astonishment she grabbed 
around waist, put her cheek next 
mine, and loud voice uttered 
single phrase “Muy Bonita,” She 
could have been blessing out for 
some breach local regulations for all 
knew. drew away from her, rather 
startled and very puzzled. 
explained that she was admiring 
youth. This woman, Teresa, had 
daughter home about age, and 
had reminded her her family. 
never learned converse with Teresa. 
but as. time went did manage 
master “Buenos Dias” and that seemed 
please her. 

Almost twenty years ago, some 
pounds lighter, with lot more verve 
and probably more attractive curves, 
attended first dance this commun- 
ity. had been housewife the 
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Recollections and Reflections 


last few years before hospitalization, 
was not prepared for the rush received 
the dance. did not then know 
the woman power shortage that has al- 
ways existed here, and the wolf whistles 
heard sauntered along were alien 
me. were some strange exper- 
iences those early months, until 
learned the ropes. unattached female 
was considered oddity, and simple 
greeting smile brought forth much 
talk. The “rocking chair had 
you paired off each time you spoke 
someone the opposite sex. 

During the years that served the 
local school teacher, was with the stu- 
dents much time outside school 
hours. The first Christmas spent here, 
attended Midnight Mass with the 
young boys. After Mass, returned 
room for some cookies and cocoa. 
the boys were preparing leave, 
kissed each them the cheek and 
told them that was Christmas kiss 
from their own mothers. All were happy 
over this special attention, with the 
exception one boy. was evident 
that was perplexed, explained 
that home always gave the children 
extra special Christmas kiss before 
they retired. This boy was orphan, 
and shyly admitted that never 
had anyone kiss him before, However, 
must have liked for anxiously 
waited for forthcoming Christmas Eve’s 
and that special kiss from his teacher. 

suppose every community has its 
own unofficial “greeter” and that re- 
spect Carville was different, New pa- 
tients, then now, were admitted 
the infirmary. How earth Joe knew 
just the right time the right day 
night the veranda, don’t 
know. However, not think during 
his residence here that any new patient 
entered the door without first meeting 
Joe. Rubbing his hands together, 
approached you you got out your 
car. sized the price range your 
auto, the condition your luggage and 
clothing make his own personal esti- 
mate the new patient for later dis- 
cussion and down the walks. Intro- 
ducing himself, he’d say, your 
name, where did you come from, how 
long you had the bug, etc. etc.” and you 
knew also planned ask the size 
your bank account, but just had 
catch his breath first, Any answers you 
gave were immediately transmitted 

each and every person met the 
walks. You were lucky doctor 
nurse rescued you before you could re- 
ply his rapid-fire inquiries. not, 
Joe took great pains tell you that 
most patients looked well you when 
they entered the hospital adding, “But 
you should see them now.” None 
which was conducive your own peace 
mind. Which ever road Joe took 


eternity, wager he’s still acting 
unofficial greeter the newcomers. 

One night was summoned from the 
movies the infirmary meet wo- 
man who had just come patient. 
She was from native state, and was 
thought that might assist her be- 
coming acquainted. Maxine was mas- 
culine woman ever met. She 
thought like man, enjoyed the com- 
pany men, not woman does but 
rather another man, and she also 
imbibed freely some and used 
colorful vocabulary. was match 
for her, and both soon found that 
Maxine’s stay here was short 
duration, but when think her now 
picture her Saturday night poker 
game with the rest the boys. 

also known the clinging vine 
type woman who constantly bewailed 
the fact that she was denied the op- 
portunity watching her grandchildren 
grow up. self-centered was she that 
she had comprehension the young 
mothers who were not with their own 
children and yet weren’t complaining. 

Maude was one those self-sufficient 
persons whose company you enjoy, and 
became very close friends. Inciden- 
tally were from the same city, but 
had not known each other before our 
hospitalization. Being good looking 
woman and widow, Carville’s gallants 
were soon vying with each other for her 
attention, but she wanted part 
any them. One evening after the 
movies, Maude came room all 
riled up. When asked what was wrong, 
she exploded with, “These men who 
think because you’re widow, they can 
buy you coke and then squeeze out 
you, make tired.” “How did you 
straighten him out?” inquired. “That 
was easy,” she retorted, simply reach- 
pocket, took out nickel, gave 
him saying, ‘there’s the price 
the coke you bought’ and slammed the 
door his face.” Knowing Maude, 
bet she did just that, too. 

Carville truly melting pot for 

(cont’d page 
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Johnny Sullivan --- Man Action 


Johnny himself 


When was eight years old and liv- 
ing New Brunswick, Canada, 
father decided that should sent 
French boarding school learn the 
French language, knowing that success 
came easier both socially 
ally New Brunswicker were bilin- 
gual. So, spite protests pack- 
village named Tracadie the most east- 
ern part New Brunswick. This place 
was remote and French that the 
natives were still observing the Napo- 
leonic law. might mention here, how- 
ever, that the three years that at- 
tended school there learned speak 
French fluently, but almost lost 
English the struggle, 


Leprosy, was called then, had 
broken out this area about hundred 
years before and the Federal authorities 
had built leprosarium next door 
the school which was run the same 
Sisters, and 1918 when attended 
there they had about patients. Since 
the hospital authorities even then were 
aware the fact that the disease was 
feebly communicable, students were 
occasionally permitted mingle with 
the patients with more less freedom, 
The patients were such cosmopolitan 
group, most being able speak Eng 
lish, that was natural that made 
few friends, especially since two were 
Oriental immigrants Canada, two 
were beautiful girls, and one fellow was 
expert the harmonica. Through 
the years after left that little school, 
often thought friends their 
time, course, few died 
some were cured and sent home, and 
the disease showed signs perpet- 
uating itself Canada. There were few 
new admissions the hospital 
day glad report there are only 
cases left Tracadie. was with 
sympathy their problems that 
suaded Ray and Mrs. Larson with whom 
journeyed New Orleans last spring 


stop Carville, La., thereby fulfil- 
ling long-felt wish, 

were welcomed cordial man- 
ner keeping yith Southern hospitali- 
and taken tour the fine 
buildings and lovely grounds which 
overlook the Mississippi River. 

Johnny Sullivan 
Fullerton, California 


* * * 


During the tour the hospital, the 
guide, their request, brought Mr. 
Sullivan and Mr. and Mrs. Larson 
the offices THE STAR. Mr. Sullivan 
had read Miracle Carville and won- 
dered any the people the book 
were still around. Some are. 

John Sullivan has that kind warm 
genial personality that meets people, not 
the office felt had known 
Johnny all our life, and the Sulivans 
and the Steins, like the Cohens and the 
Kellys, soon discovered they were kin- 
Those good Presbyterian 
folk, Ray and Mrs. Larson, 
get word edgewise, but they beamed 
approvingly, Johnny told his inter- 
est Hansen’s disease which began 
when was boy, and explained 
the aims and purposes our education- 
campaign. 

heard from Johnny about week 
later. wrote: “While driving back 
perhaps could minute way, help 
out the campaign you are waging 
having letter published some 
our local papers; knocked out 
The Johnny Sullivan 
“knocked out” was informative letter 
about Carville, his impressions the 
place, and the people, and some data 
about HD, along with strong plea for 
more sane and sensible attitudes. 
brought the problem home citing 
statistics the disease California 
and gave the California State Depart- 
ment Health well-deserved pat 
the back for the new policy they have 
adopted for the control and manage- 
ment Hansen’s disease. wound 
his letter with plug for subscriptions 
THE STAR. 

Johnny’s help the 
proved anything but “minute,” 
His letter, running almost 
columns, was published the Fullerton 
Daily News Tribune, the Los Angeles 
Times and the Santa Ana Register. 

now has his large circle 
friends reading Carville, 
Who Walk Alone and Born Those 
Years, and from time time, re- 
ports his activities. entertained 
group eight Sisters from our local 
Elementary School (the Order St. 
Joseph Orange) our home one 
evening recently, and they were full 
questions about Carville.” 


friends and neighbors, too, are full 
talk, simply telling the story his 
early experiences Tracadie, and 
his trip Carville. illustrated his 
talk with slides secured from THE 
STAR. 

One such talk, with slides, arranged 
Ray Larson, was given the Pres- 
byterian Church .Fullerton, 
audience some fifty people. Word gets 
around, Friends, including several physi- 
cians, dropped Johnny’s home 
evenings hear Johnny’s story. 
journeyed Azusa, miles from Ful- 
lerton, where showed the Carville 
slides and gave his talk group 
nuns, said that they enjoyed them 
more than lay people most knew the 
score, and Father Vaughn, the chaplain, 
disclosed that was personal friend 
several Carville grads, now living 
the West Coast. 


But his appearances before various 
groups, Johnny found that many the 
people his audiences did not know 
the score. Some their questions indi- 
cated that they were still clinging 
the most absurd notions. soon put 
them straight,” Johnny declared. 

Johnny Sullivan, man 
are fortunate have you our corner. 


* * * 


Telephone Folks Spread News 
Carville 


Every employee the Southern Bell 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. the 
State Louisiana received the January 
1956 issue “Louisiana Information 
Bulletin,” This attractive four-page bul- 
letin was devoted telling picture 
and story about the Telephone Women’s 
Activities Christmas distribution 
and carol singing Carville Sunday, 
December 18. (STAR-January 1956) 

aid further spreading news 
Carville, the “Bell Tell News” for 
ruary 1956, carries front page article 
with picture the “Carville Christmas 
Story.” The “Bell Tell News” mailed 
each month with your bill all phone 
subscribers the entire State. 

result this publicity not only 
all Telephone Co. employees but also 
all telephone subscribers should have 
clearer idea Christmas Carville. 


Subscribers Attention 


When writing about change 
address, sending your subscription, 
kindly address your envelope to: 

The Star 

Pt. Clair Br. P.O. Box 325 

Carville, La. 
Checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions should made payable The 
Star. 
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The Rev. Francis Hannigan, New 
Orleans, and the Rev. Francis Larkin, 
Fairhaven, signed our guestbook 
January 10. Both are members the 
Congregation the Sacred Hearts 
Jesus and Mary and was natural that 
our talk should turn Father Damien 
Molokai, the most famous member 
the Congregation. 

Father Larkin, collaboration with 
Mr. Charles Davenport, translated from 
the French, the book, The Heart 
Father Damien, Father Vital Jour- 
dain. The book was published this 
country August 1955, The Bruce 
Publishing Co., Milwaukee. had not 
heard about this book until Father 
Larkin’s visit. now have copy. 
definitive story Father Damien. 
based his own letters and notes, and 
letters written him, and other 
documented papers. THE STAR plans 
early edition, were very much in- 
terested meeting the priests and hear- 
ing first hand from Father Larkin some 
the highlights his work trans- 
lating the book. 


Carville was the first stop in. the ex- 
tensive study tour Dr, Jozef Cap 
Brussels, Belgium (above). was 
here for week January. Dr. Cap 
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traveling WHO fellowship for 
the purpose studying Hansen’s dis- 
ease and its treatment three conti- 
nents and what being done each 
country visits that can done 
the Belgian Congo. 

Dr. Cap was stationed the Belgian 
Congo for five years, which the last 
three were devoted work HD. 
plans return Brussels July 
August, and then back the Congo 
September. But before that will have 
studying 
Hansen’s disease Venezuela, Brazil, 
Surinam, Nigeria, and Fr. West Africa. 

Dr. Cap told that there are about 
250,000 cases Hansen’s disease the 
Belgian Congo. his part the Congo 
(Coquilhatville area) they know 69, 
cases, but estimate there are 80,000 
out population 800,000. Ninety 
ninety-five per cent the cases are 
the tuberculoid type the disease. This 
the benign type. They use DDS, the 
parent sulfone, and sulfetrone in- 
jection hospitals, and DDS orally for 
out-patients, Nine per cent the hos- 
pitalized cases are discharged annually. 
Dr. Cap estimates that about 
cent the cases the Congo are un- 
der treatment, 


* * * 


One the most interesting letters 
our Mail Bag Department from 
Miss Florence Rose Los Angeles. Miss 
Rose wrote her visit roadside 
Rural Clinic for Hansen’s disease 
Satara, India. She enclosed report 
the work this unusual clinic. 
had not heard this clinic until Miss 
Rose’s letter arrived early January. 
But before the end the month, 
one those coincidences which have 
way happening here Carville, 
heard much more about the clinic 
and from none other than its founder, 
Mrs. Louise Fisher, who, with her 
traveling companion, Miss Florence 
Schafer, Bartersville, Okla., called 
THE STAR office, January 25. 

Mrs. Fisher, registered nurse and 
former Director Satara Public Health 
Unit the American Marathi Mission 
(Congregational) the American 
Beard Commissions for Foreign Mis- 
sions, Boston, Mass., served India for 
furlough. Miss Schafer, retired nurse- 
missionary, spent years India, 
where the nurses first met. They said, 
“We have been planning this trip 
Carville for years,” 

With the permission the Surgeon 
General Bombay State, Mrs. Fisher 
opened the Rural Hansen’s Disease Clin- 


ic, Satara, November 1954. She set 
shop under banyan tree cross 
road between two villages. the first 
day patients came from eight villages, 
near hand. They were examined and 
given DDS (in small doses), calcium 
lactate, ferrous sulphate and 
min tablets, prescribed the doctor. 
They were given skimmed-milk powder, 
multi-purpose food and soap, together 
with genuine, loving care, and told 
return the following week 
with them other friends, 
disease. 


the Ist January, 1956, there 
were 316 cases registered the clinic, 
from 115 villages. Many walk 
miles, round trip, attend the clinic. 
The clinic now has full-time, paid 
five, including social worker, 
laboratory technician, dresser and 
assistant, and driver and mechanic. 
addition, part-time volunteers include 
three physicians, and others from the 
staff Marathi Mission, headed Dr. 
H.H. Cook, who director Public 
Health for the entire Marathi Mission 
area. 


The unexpected growth and progress 
this initial effort the part the 
American Marathi Mission Public 
Health Unit offers encouragement that 
May serve some measure dem- 
onstration and inspire other groups 
inaugurate similar rural clinics, which 
are desperately needed India where 
Hansen’s disease tremendous prob- 
lem. 

Mrs. Fisher returning India 
May resume her work, One the 
friendliest and most gracious letters 
have ever received has just come from 
Mrs. Fisher; find the Mail 
Bag. 


* * * 


Dr. Ian Maclean, St, Mary’s Hospital, 
London, England, signed our guestbook 
Monday afternoon, Feb.6. Dr. Ma- 
clean told that each winter takes 
voyage sunny place. Having read 
the Reader’s Digest condensation 
Miracle Carville, was anxious 
tour this hospital, and when his ship 
docked New Orleans Feb, 
made inquiries about coming here. Dr. 
Maclean had not seen case since 
the pre-sulfone era. 

* * * 


Dr. Marianne Simmel, Assistant 
Professor, Department Psychiatry, 
University Illinois, College Med- 
icine, Chicago, was here for several days 
late January. 
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Director Expects 
Attend SMOM Congress 


Dr. Guillermo Basombrio, Buenos 
Aires (above), Director the Antilep- 
rosy Campaign Argentina, considers 
the coming SMOM Congress Rome 
important meeting and plan- 
ning attend. Dr. Basombrio was 
Lima, Peru, December where 
worked with the “Caballeros Malta” 
preparation for the SMOM Congress. 
lectured Lima “Christian Co- 
operation the Antileprosy Effort,” 
also worked with the Caballeros Mal- 
Rio Janeiro and Buenos 
Aires. Dr. Basombrio believes that the 
Congress, convoked the Sovereign 
Military Order Malta, “will sing- 
ular opportunity for prompting and 
guiding our ideals for Catholic Inter- 
national help leprosy patients.” 

Dr. Basombrio, one the most em- 
inent medical men the field 
sen’s disease, was appointed director 
the Antileprosy Campaign decree 
the revolutionary government dated 
November has been as- 
sistant dermatology the 
University Buenos Aires since Octo- 
ber While working dermatology, 
began devote himself especially 
Hansen’s disease. 1928, Dr. 
brio was appointed chief the Anti- 
leprosy Dispensary the Cathedra 
Dermatology, established Professor 
Ballina. 1948, the Medical School 
changed this dispensary into 
pendent center for investigation and 
teaching Hansen’s disease and ap- 
Dr. Basombrio its director. 
has written much the subject 
dermatology and Hansen’s disease and 
has been delegate the Argentine 
Government the last three Interna- 
tional Congresses, Cairo 1938, Ha- 
member the International Leprosy 
Association and the corresponding edi- 
tor for its Journal the Argentine. 
also founder member and “secretario 
coordinador’ the Argen- 
tina Leprologia.” 

Dr. Basombrio old friend 
THE STAR and has commended 
our publication for its “spirit and high 
congratulate Dr. Basom- 
brio his latest appointment direct 
the campaign Argentina, The 
country fortunate have man 


Plans Well Under Way For SMOM 
Congress, Rome, April 16-18 


The organization the International 
Congress for the Defense and Social Re- 
the “leper,” sponsored 
the Sovereign Military Order Mal- 
ta, held Rome from April 
18, 1956, well under Physi- 
cians and sociologists 
parts the world, will participate 
the Congress. Representatives 
tries had already registered the end 
November 1955, according Prof, 
Guiseppe Bendandi, Secretary the Or- 
ganizing Committee, 

The World Health Organization will 
represented delegation, and the 
International Leprosy Association has 
named Dr. Chaussinand France, 
observer. 

December 1955, the titles 
papers read the Congress had 
been announced. The papers are 
presented under seven themes (The 
themes and titles papers are printed 
here exactly they were given 
Prof. Bendandi. Some the 
unfortunate and our opinion 
defeats the purpose the Congress. See 
Mail Bag). 


The plague the 
throughout centuries. Principles 
inspiring Defense work the So- 
the past. 


Recent Progress Theraty and 
Prophylaxis Leprosy. 
Introduction: Prof. Guiseppe Ber- 
taccini Italy. 

Other Possibilities vaccination 

Soeur Marie Suzanne 
New Trends the Social Organ- 


ization Leprosy Control 
vices. 

Dr. Ernani Agricola 
Brazil 

Leprosarie: Drs. 
and Domingo Rinaldi 
gentine 

Diagnostic Centres: Dr. Such-San- 
chez Spain 

Ambulatory Organization: Prof. 
Dubois Belgium 

Segregation the “Leper” Sep- 
aration Sexes: Dr. Hamano 


japan 

Prophylaxis and Protection the 
Child. 
Introduction: Dr. Jose 
Philippines 
Prophylaxis: Dr. H.C. Sousa 
Araujo Brazil 


Methods and Techniques for the 
his caliber the helm the campaign 
and the patients there are blessed 
have someone understanding and com- 
passionate Dr. Basombrio charge. 


Rehabilitation the 
“Leper.” 
Introduction: Prof. Jose Gay Prie- 
Spain 
Plastic Sugery the Service 
the Prof. Penn 
South Africa 
Technical Progress the Meth- 
Surgical Rehabilitation: 
Dr. Paul Brand India 

Social Rehabilitation the 
Hansenian. New Trends the 
Battle Against Leprosy. 
introduction: Dr. Muir Eng- 
land 
New Trends the Battle 
Against Leprosy: Prof. Merk- 
len France 


Social Legislation Leprosy 
the Various Countries 
World. 

Prof. Guiseppe Bendandi Italy 


The organizing Committee the 
with the view accumulating 
statistical data Hansen’s disease, and 
ihe problems concerned with it, sent 
questionnaires organizations and 
centers throughout the world. 
The data collected will probably 
the basis for discussion the Congress. 

The Congress will held mod- 
ern hall provided with simultaneous 
translating system for five languages 
(English, French, German, Italian and 
exhibition books and 
reviews about Hansen’s disease will 
arranged rcoms adjacent the Con- 
gress Hall. The Sovereign Military Or- 
cer Malta plans proceed 
crusade establishing International 
Study Center implement resolutions 
the Congress. 

far know, Dr. James Doull, 
Washington, D.C., Medical Director 
the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
physician from the U.S. who 
attend the Congress, but there may 
others. not likely that there will 
delegation representing the U.S, 
Government. 

Two Associations the SMOM exist 
the United States, one the East 
headed Marques George Mac- 
Donald, New York, and one the West, 
whose president Mr. Andrew John 
Lynch, San Francisco, California. 

The Sovereign Military Order Mal- 
distinguished Catholic organiza- 
tion founded between 1099 and 1100. 
present organization was formulat- 
1489, The seat the Order, has 
various times been Syria, Cypress, 
Malta, but 1879 was 
transferred Rome. 
There are offices various European 
end many other parts the 
world and the Order now devoted 
hospital service. 
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George Sleeps Here 


American history may have re- 
written for now can told that 
George Washington sleeps here here 


‘a 


Surrounded evergreen and cedar 
trees with rosebushes the inner circle 
little cemetery plot abandoned 


since “State times,” stands monument 
“Erected the United States Ameri- 
this hospital, June 1922.” There are 
138 names engraved bronze plaque 


mounted marble stone, one 
which George Washington, 1916. 
W.’s registration number was 147, mean- 
ing that was the 147th patient 
admitted “The Home,” this hos- 
pital was then called the State 
Louisiana which established 1894. 

The little cemetery was abandoned 
make room for new buildings after 
the U.S. Government took over 1921. 
But still within the front quadran- 
gle, mute reminder another and 
less hopeful era. 

Carville’s George Washington did not 
cross the Delaware, that’s for sure, but 
crossed the Mississippi his way 
Home.” Whether not George 
Washington was his real name, don’t 
know, probably was not, because pa- 
tients then and for many years there- 
after right the last decade, were 
reluctant reveal their identity, Real 
know what manner individual was 
this patient who bore such illustrious 
name. Was short tall, thin 
and did ever tell lie? anyone 
knew, would Steve maybe 
but they knew, would they remember? 
They knew and they remembered. Steve 
Lator, now retired and living piece 
down the road, was watchman here 
for years. Oscar Dale, still among 
those present, was admitted this 

“George Washington?” Steve turned 
the name over his mind. has 
known hundreds patients his time 
both under State and Federal regime. 
“Sure, remember him, jolly, good- 

natured man. had sort round 
face, was blond, not very tall, and 
was the stocky side. Always went 
around without hat. don’t think 
had any family. did, they never 
came see him. was here for about 
six years must have been about 
fifty years old when died.” 


Oscar mused and then chuckled. 
“George Washington, oh, never for- 
get him. When spoke him, 
always called him his full name 
‘George Washington’ seemed 
like that. loved ice cream his 
coffee, and called ‘George Wash- 
ington coffee’” (this must have been 
the forerunner commercial product 
that Carville’s George Wash- 
ington took part the revolutionary 
war but from what Oscar said, our 
“George” once conducted rebellion 
his own. rebelled against being 
permanent guest the State “The 
Home.” “We hardly saw anything 
George Washington for about week 
except meals, but heard him 
his hammering away all day long. 
knew was busy building some- 
thing was always building some- 
thing. Then one day, turned 
pulling homemade wagon which 
had loaded his suitcases and all his 
other belongings. told goodbye 
and took off for the levee, but didn’t 
get very Oscar does not vouch for 
the absolute truth the last part 
this story but said that when 
“George” returned from his brief jaunt 
the outside world, one the Sisters 
(the Sisters were charge The 
Home) confronted him with, “George 
Washington, did you make that wagon 
yourself?” “Yes, Sister,” George replied. 
made with hammer and 
saw and some nails.” What, hatchet? 

used the custom here 
Memorial Day for the line march, 
its way the cemetery, stop the 
old burial grounds and place wreath 
the foot the little monument which 
memorializes Washington” and 
other pioneer patients. recent years 
this custom has been discontinued. Come 
next Memorial Day, suggest that the 
custom revived, for here indeed 
Carville’s “Valley Forge.” S.S. 


Senator Long Urges Consideration Private Cottage Bill 


HR5787, locally known the private 
Cottage Bill, which was approved 
the House last May, still “awaiting 
action” the Senate, according 
letter dated February 1956, from Sen- 
ator Russell Long (La.) response 
our inquiry. Senator Long said that 
urging the chairman the Senate 
Committee, expedite its con- 
sideration. 

HR5787 authorizes the settlement 
claims for private cottages, built and 
owned patients, the grounds the 
Public Health Service Hospital Car- 
ville. amount appropriated 
was not excess $25,000, and 
the claims were settled the 
Secretary the Department Health, 
Education and Welfare. 

There are sixteen such cottages and 
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some the patients concerned {eel that 
the amount called for would not 
ficient reimburse them for their ac- 
tual investments. the request pa- 
tients, THE STAR asked Senator Long 
the amount the appropriation 
could increased without returning 
the Bill the House any way jeop- 
ardizing its passage, Senator Long re- 
plied, “This could not done without 
the necessity and the sub- 
mission the conference both the 
House and the 

HR5787 was introduced into the first 
session the 84th Congress Rep. 
Emanuel Celler (D-NY) the request 
Health, Education and Welfare. 
letter House Speaker Sam Rayburn, 
the Secretary said that 


have constructed, maintained and im- 
proved their own expense the 
hospital grounds, small residences, thus 
providing more homelike atmosphere. 
patients are gradually becoming dis- 
charged, those occupying the cottages 
are interested knowing whether they 
can obtain equitable financial set- 
tlement from the government whether 
they have sufficient legal interest rent 
sell other patients, 

“Under the circumstances,” the Secre- 
tary said, “it would desirable 
eliminate any question their minds 
the government’s jurisdiction, own- 
ership and control -these buildings. 
The Bill will accomplish this and wil! 
equitable all concerned.” 


(more HR5787 page 
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Sports and Entertainment 


Major Leaguers and Carville Patients Talk Baseball 


4 


had more than million dollars 
worth baseball talent Carville, for 
few hours anyway, Saturday, Feb- 
ruary when several big leaguers took 
time out from their already over-loaded 
day schedule Baton Rouge, where 
they were conducting the 10th Annual 
Kids Baseball Clinic, visit us. Making 
the trip Carville this year, headed 
our good friend Doc Wendler, Trainer 
the World Champion Brooklyn Dod- 
gers, were Ted Lyons, Chicago White 
Sox and member the Hall Fame: 
Vincent with the Baltimore Orioles 
and one baseball’s top batting coach- 


es; Solly Hemus, St. Louis Cardinal in- 
fielder; Kaline, Detroit Tiger’s sen- 
sational young outfielder and Harvey 
Kuenn, brilliant shortstopper the Ben- 
gals. The pros took turns the mike 
rehashing the ‘55 season 
baseball general. lively question 
and answer session followed. 


Pool Palaver 


Through the courtesy Mr. Vince 
Miranda proprietor the Brunswick, 
Baton Rouge, Carville patients had 
real treat the evening Jan. 18. Mr. 
Miranda brought Mr. Melancon and 


Wilfred Melancon, Frank Lea and Vince 
Miranda (foreground) all Baton Rouge. 


Mr. Lea here put pool demoti- 
stration 15-straight ball 
This particular game requires skill rath- 
than luck and most the patients 
had never seen played before. Interest 
ran Melancon and Lea played 
game against each other and pro- 
gressed they discussed the finer points 
it, and answered questions trom the 
audience. After the demonstration, the 
experts from the Capitol City teamed-up 
with two the patients and played 
call shot game, 


* * * 


Recently pool tournament was held 
determine the champ this hospital. 
The contestants were classified into 
two divisions, the “Fighting 32” and 
the “Big 12”. The winner each divi- 
sion received double-jointed cue stick 
award. 


James 
Madey, vocalist 


Hudson, pianist, and Marjorie 

Marjorie Hayward Madey, soprano, 
formerly featured player with the 
Boston Comic Opera Company, was 
heard recital here the evening 
Sunday, February 12. James Hudson 
was the piano, Mrs. Madey’s prograin 
would have been suitable for Town 
Hall debut, and perhaps some 
was bit too longhair for her Carville 
audience, nevertheless, 


Rewarding Recital 


was warmly received and enthusiastically 
applauded.One need not have trained 
musical ear appreciate Marjorie Ma- 
dey’s naturally rich and opulent voice, 
and her stage ease and graciousness wete 
once apparent. 

Mrs. Madey’s six-part program includ- 
group songs Purcell and Mon- 
English, and four numbers 
Brahms. Her diction German was ex- 
cellent. Her potentialities for expressive 
singing were best realized Magda’s 
aria from Gian Carlo Menotti’s “The 
Consul,” She sang this with dramatic 
feeling and understanding. Magda 
one the favorite roles her operatic 
reportoire. group French songs, 
some which were saucy and lilting, 
lent gay mood. The final numbers 
also added the lighter touch with selec- 
tions from Gilbert and Sullivan’s “Yeo- 
man the Guard” and “The Mikado.” 
Mrs. Madey closed her program with 
“All Through the Night,” old 
Welsh melody, and Teresa del Riego’s 

James Hudson was sympathic ac- 
companist and his solo numbers, Cho- 


pin’s “Polonaise” and “Romance” 
Sibelus, were brilliantly performed. Mr. 
Hudson senior student Louisi- 
ana State University School Music. 

Carville patients presented Marjorie 
Madey with bouquet, roses 
lovely lady.” was 
made the queen Mardi Gras who 
with her duchesses served ushers 
the recital, This was Mrs, Madey’s third 
appearance Carville, but her first 
full-scale recital here. graduate the 
Julliard School Music, Marjorie Ma- 
dey left Broadway musical comedy 
marry Dr. Stephen Madey, now 
ton Rouge. She the mother three 
children, but continues her musical 
career. After singing several roles 
Louisiana State University performances, 
she was chosen the New Orleans 
Opera Guild sing Santuzza “Caval- 
leria Rusticana” and Monica Menot- 
ti’s Medium,” She received criti- 
cal acclaim for both performances. 

Marjorie Madey will next heard 
recital the Goodman 
Chicago April 16. 


February 


Front row: Ted Lyons, Doc Wendler, Solly Hemus and Thomas Rickman, Jr. Direc- 
tor Community Activities Back row: Robert Michael, Recreational Director, Vin- 
cent, Kaline and Harvey Kuenn 
q 


pomp and ceremony, the excite- 
ment anticipation, the breath-taking 
beauty, the fun and frivolity that 
into the magic Mardi Gras has passed 
before our eyes, and all that remains 
the memory evening that lifted 
out the normal routine and transport- 
into world make believe. 


our visitors the beauty and poise 
the young women, and gallantry 
the young men the Royal Court was 
doubt appealing, but those 
who live this hospital community 
and see these same girls day day 
their saddle oxfords, full skirts and 
sweaters with armful books and 
the boys their blue jeans and loud 
shirts heading for classes; the change 
was nothing short The Roy- 
Court was selected from within the 
student body the local school. The 
colorful satin costumes the dukes, 
Gary, Walter, Bill and Alfredo, blended 
with the bouffant, cock- 
tail length gowns the duchesses 
they made their regal entries. Hilda 
wore white, Helen was blue, Vicky 
red and Eva two-tone pink and 
The guards, Henry and George, 
zlso colorful satin costumes, stood 
the foot the throne. Fred, who 
Captain the Carnival, and 
Darryl, mayor the town, announced 
each couple and Mike Merriam’s dance 
band played appropriate music. King 
Reynaldo seated the throne with the 
Court Jester his feet watched for the 
entry his Queen Clara Belle who was 
picture loveliness very full skirt- 
white gown with handsome mantle 
white satin, with succession roses 
worked sequins down its full length. 
Mary Ruth and Lydia, maids waiting, 
followed her Majesty holding her train 
she promenaded through 
room waving her glittering scepter over 
the crowd who enthusiastically applaud- 
her. She carried herself with dignity 
and charm impressing her subjects with 
her graciousness. The Royal Party its 
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The Royal Party Carville’s Mardi Gras 


place, everyone eagerly looked for the 
parade the floats. 

There are carnival crews Car- 
ville working throughout the year 
execute particular theme. Floats are 
decided about one month prior 
Mardi Gras and the ingenuity that 
used here building them isn’t compar- 
able with anything seen elsewhere. None- 
theless when the parade passes the floats 
invariably amaze the onlookers for they 
are sights beauty and cleverness. 

First came the Legion Mary float 
with Betty Lou attired the Virgin 
Mary. Many small dolls 
dren around the world, all children 
Mary. The Patients’ Federation float 
was called Tulip Time and Martha, 
Spring maiden was seated garden- 
like scene. The Gay Nineties showed 
Rosalina the old-fashioned girl with 
her frilly parasol held aloft. The local 
American Legion Auxiliary selected the 
theme King Midas for their presenta- 
tion. Sam was the King seated his 
throne with everything around him turn- 
gold, except Kitty, vivid red, 
who played her harp entertain him, 
The Point Clair Lions Club float had 
life-sized lion with the emblem the 
organization the background. the 
foreground sat Mary Ruth, attired ap- 
propriately gold and purple, the col- 
ors the club. Joey rode atop replica 
the world globe, driving beautiful 
butterfly that carried THE STAR 
throughout the world, There were dec- 
orated wheel chairs and bicycles the 
line march, but the last float was the 
one everyone was eager see. Each 
year this float constitutes the comic re- 
lief the evening. This year the floats 
was pirate ship, complete with guns 
using firecrackers ammunition, pi- 
rates with eye patches, long side burns, 
bare-feet and ripped trouser legs. Willie 
captain the pirate ship rode the 
float and Hermilinda was the gal throw- 
ing favors all along the line march. 
The floats also paraded through the 


hospital corridors. 

Credit due Mrs. Irma Griffatta, 
New Orleans, who secured many the 
costumes that added much the 
cclorful festivities. While many patients 
worked untiringly floats, costumes, 
and party dresses for the occasion, the 
splendid job that Kitty did design- 
ing and executing the crowns worthy 
comment. Mardi Gras was sponsored 
the Patients’ Federation, with other 
organizations participating. 

well that prizes were not awarded 
for floats and costumes this year for 
would have been difficult fairly de- 
cide who should receive them. 
fact the consensus that this year 
1956 brought the finest Mardi Gras Car- 
ville has ever witnessed. 

* * 


(More about HR5787) 


communication from Senator Long’s 
office dated February 1956, advises that 
has been informed Senator Harley 
Kilgore (W. Va.), chairman the Sen- 
ate Committee that “this bill (HR- 
the full Committee agenda and 
should receive action early date.” Sen- 
ator Kilgore also stated that, “the figure 
$25,000 the Bill apparently the estimate 
the Department Health, Education and 
Welfare cover the matter. have 
other information that any other sum 
presently needed. The amount could not 
increased without returning the Bill the 
for its concurrence.” 

From what can gather, the majority 
patients, owning cottages, feel that under 
the circumstances, the amount the ap- 
propriation called for HR5787 adequate. 
say “depending, course, how 
apportioned.” 
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Television, that modern giant en- 
tertainment and education, struck 
powerful blow defense truth and 
humanity February 13, when Medic 
(NBC) nationally viewed weekly 
show produced episode called Home- 
coming. 

Homecoming dramatized the pro 
lems patient, who went 
home, discharged from Carville after 
four years hospitalization. His wife 
was waiting for him with open arms, 
but his friends rejected him and got 
the brush-off from his former boss when 
asked for his old job back. The last 
straw came when the landlady requested 
him and his wife move because her 
other tenants had demanded it, they 
would move. The climax the story 
came when the ex-patient’s phsyician, 
Boone, “the medic” called the tenants 
and landlady together and forceful 
man man talk explained the nature 
the problem, giving them the choice 
between superstitious fear and scientific 
fact. was provocative and challeng- 
ing climax, leaving the decision square- 
you and you. 

There were flashback scenes Car- 
ville showing the buildings and some 
the patients under treatment, and 
work and play. This background se- 
quence was actually shot here Car- 
ville last December with Dick Carlin, 
the Hollywood actor who portrayed the 
discharged patient. Other Hollywood- 
here then were Lonnie 
Medic’s Production Manager and John 
Brahn, Director. Edward FitzGerald, 
Information Officer, Division Hos- 
pitals, Public Health Service, flew down 
from Washington act liaison be- 
tween the hospital and 
from Hollywood, and later FitzGerald 
flew Hollywood act advisory 
capacity. 

Some forty-five minutes 
scheduled time Medic, patients be- 
gan crowding into the Club Lounge 
and Bamboo Room, where two Car- 
ville’s three sets are located. Almost 
with bated breath, Carvillians waited 
for the story unfold. Patients felt 
that much depended the manner 
which the story would presented, 
for all realized the nation-wide 
coverage Medic productions. When 
the show was over, almost one voice 
the patients said, “This what was 
needed make more people under- 
stand our situation,” ought have 
some more programs like this,” “Splen- 
did, hope folks saw it,” etc. etc., 
were some the comments heard. THE 
STAR wired our appreciation Medic. 
Medic sponsored General Electric 
and Oxydol. 


Hospital Staff Changes 


Dr. Kenneth Ambrose, Sr. Asst. Sur- 
geon, Reserve, P.H.S., who joined the 
resident medical staff this hospital 
January, saw his first case Hansen’s 
disease 1949, while interning 
Wayne County Hospital, Eloise, Mich- 
igan, and has had special interest 
this disease ever When Dr. 
Ambrose re-entered the Public Health 
Service 1955, requested duty 
Carville. was then engaged private 
practice Rockport, Indiana. 

Dr. Ambrose graduate Duke 
University, School Medicine, Durham, 
North Carolina, considered one the 
finest medical schools the country. 
His background includes seven-months 
stint general practice residence 
the University His previous 
work the Public Health Service was 
with the Bureau State Services, Divi- 
sion Chronic Diseases and Tuber- 
culosis, when did considerable chest 
X-Ray work along the Mexican border 
and the U.S. 1953, Dr. Ambrose 
was with the Bureau Indian Services, 
stationed the San Carlos Apache Res- 
ervation, Arizona. 

Dr. Ambrose told that saw his 
first copy THE STAR the Public 
Library Rockport, Indiana, where 
had been placed American Legion 
Auxiliary Unit. 

Dr. Ambrose replaces Dr. Clarence 
Imboden. Dr. Imboden was transferred 
the Public Health Service Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


Mr. Dean Currier reported for 
duty here January chief physi- 
cal therapist. Mr. Currier came Car- 
ville from the Public Health Service 
Out-Patient Clinic, New York. 
graduate from the Medical College 
Virginia and holds degree 
from New York University. Before join- 
ing the Public Health Service, Mr. Cur- 
rier was with the Woodrow Wilson Re- 
habilitation Center, Fishersville, Virgin- 
ia. Young, married, one child, Mr, Cur- 
rier and his family are living quart- 
ers the Station. much for vital 
statistics, One patient described the new 
big strapping fellow who looks 
like all-American college football 
star even the crew cut. pleas- 
ant friendly chap.” 
with THE STAR. said, “I’ve been 
reading THE STAR since ‘52. think 
gives good interesting coverage 
the picture.” 

Mr. Currier replaces De- 
Simio who was transferred the PHS 
Hospital, San Francisco. 

* 

February brought some changes 
the local nursing staff. Sister Estelle 
from St. Mary’s Hospital, Milwaukee, 
replaces Sister Margaret, who was trans- 
ferred Hotel Dieu, New Orleans. 
Sister Margaret was duty Carville 


for years. 

Sister Edith came here 
Joseph’s Hospital, Chicago, replace 
Sister Genevieve, who 
DePaul Hospital, St. Louis, The Sis- 
ters all belong the Sisters 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul. This 
Order has been nursing duty here 
since 1896. The nursing staff here 
headed Sister Teresa Kelly. 


Jingle Bells 


Jingle Jingle bells! Yes, 
know Christmas over but these are 
not sleigh bells, they are telephone bells, 
telephone bells ringing End,” 
cottage, and what welcome sound! 

Why all this fuss over 
ring? That sound pretty much rou- 
tine most people but takes 
special meaning here Carville. 
telephone hand gives the feeling 
being “connected up” with the out- 
side world all times. 

Our telephone saga was reiated 
THE (November 1955) 
Gabriel Calling.” did detailed joh 
repeating it, except the high spots. Un- 
til 1936, patients this hospital did 
not have access telephone. Then 
our one and only telephone was 
country party-line with about nineteen 
other customers. This was the situation 
until the middle 1940’s when were 
taken off the big party-line. that time 
THE STAR got telephone, No, 
the place. shared party-line with 
the patients’ canteen. August 1955, 
with the opening the new St. 
Exchange, six miles from this hospital, 
came dial phones. No. telephone for 
patients was installed the theatre 
lobby. Baton Rouge telephone numbers, 
formerly long distance, became local. 

But back the latest development. 
Early February, Southern Bell Tel. 
and Tel., with permission 
dom, course, made telephone service 
available residents Cottage Grove 
(that area the hospital grounds 
where patients live private cottages) 
longer will have walk half 
mile the office the canteen 
get call, place one. surc 
own quarters, but bell for 
End,” can and probably will mixed 
blessing. 

THE STAR office open Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
and Saturday, from 8:00 a.m. 
12:00 noon. After office hours and week- 
ends, you can reach St. Gabriel 
2-5612 call the managing editor 
Chateau Simon, St. Gabriel 2-5617. 

With the installation telephones 
the cottage area, move another step 
forward the thorny path progress. 

S.S. 


very helpful our work receive 
renewals prior expiration. Your expira- 
tion date beside your name each issue. 
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Queen England Visits Settlement Nigeria 


Britain’s royal couple, 
beth and her husband, the Duke 
Edinburgh, tour Nigeria, visited 
the Oji River Hansen’s disease settle- 
ment, main settlement its kind 
Nigeria, February They were the 
first members the British royal family 
ever visit settlement. 

“The Queen’s visit this settlement 
will more conquer man’s fear 
the disease than any other single act 
can think of,” said A.F.C. Savory, the 
English supervisor. all over the 
world will read that the Queen and the 
Duke penetrated the Oji River settle- 
ment, and this will convince them 
nothing else could that most their 
fears are groundless,” said, 

Their guide was Dr. Arthur Garret, 
medical superintendent, who started the 
tour showing the couple microscopic 
the bacillus, presumed cause 
the Nursing Sister Audrey, an- 
other Britisher, nearly missed meeting 
the Queen. One the 
having baby. Within minutes the 
whole camp knew, for talking drums 
the word. The drum. beats told 
that the child, boy, had been named 
Chukwuemeke “God’s 

Young patients Boy Scout and Girl 
uniforms formed colorful guard 
honor for the Queen and Duke and 
cheered the couple. During one-hour 
visit the settlement, which they 
walked mile jungle heat, Queen 
Elizabeth and the Duke Edinburgh, 
chatted with many the 630 patients 
and watched students, including many 
children, being trained handicrafts, 
carpentry, weaving and 

The Queen met 10-year old Ife, 
mite “adopted” Queen Mother Eliza- 
beth. The Duke met 12-year old Jon- 
his own “adoptee” earlier 
long-distance exchange letters. Jon- 
athan stood stiffly attention the 
khaki uniform Cub Scout. These 
adoptions the royal family are under 
British Empire Leprosy Relief Plan. 

The visit was not all smiles. 
Queen would have wished, she was 
spared straw mat the 
shade forest tree there was woman 
with fine, dignified face, but terribly 
handicapped. There were other blind 
and severely handicapped patients who 
strained hear the Queen’s voice. There 
was moment sudden and unexpect- 
pathos when “old John” somehow 
felt the Queen was there. She walked 
quietly him and smiled into his 
sightless John Aguh spoke out 
firm voice that echoed through the 
jungle. “Welcome Your 
said, “We live under the shade your 
protection and enjoy Your 
food and medicine. May you accept the 
congratulations the infirm 
blind the settlement.” 

The “infirm and the blind” 
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tients from the pre-sulfone era and 
was explained the Queen that this 
terrible chapter the history the 
disease had ended with the introduction 
the sulfone drugs. They use DDS (the 
parent sulfone) Oji River settlement. 


The information given here from 
Reuters dispatch, datelined Enugu, 
Nigeria, February and from United 
Press dispatch, same dateline, under the 
byline Alan Whicker the British 
Exchange Telegraph News Agency, Mr. 
Whicker accompanied the Queen her 
African tour. 


Both dispatches, Reuters and UP, 
reeked with the odious word designate 
the patient, but otherwise the stories 
were excellent. The Reuters and dis- 
patches got big play the American 
press. UP’s New Orleans Bureau calied 
THE STAR say that their New York 
office reported great interest the story. 
number our subscribers sent 
clippings from their home newspapers. 

friend THE STAR Ohio 
wrote, see this morning’s Cleve- 
land Plain Dealer that the Queen 
England has been mingling with the 
outcasts. The attached United Press dis- 
patch was Page the Plain Dealer 
and also Page last night’s Cleve- 
land Press, the Scripps-Howard paper 

“You would think they could have 
used Hansen’s disease once. One the 
girls working here was reading the pa- 
per her lunch hour and the girl next 
her asked, ‘What’s new?’ The first 
girl said, ‘Well, the Queen walked 
her and said, ‘Shucks, that’s nothing.’ 
She replied, it’s lot closer than 
want get.’ Looks like have 
start educating them here, too. 
interesting that the girl should have 
picked this story most newsworthy 
front page that included murder and 
the capture killer the 
west coast, among other stories,” 


* 


Father Sweeney Back 
the Job 


the hope the Rev. Joseph 
Sweeney, native New Britain, Conn., 
internationally famous missionary the 
Maryknoll Order, and his fellow work- 
ers the Diocese Seoul, Korea, 
make the “St. .Lazarus 
there into “center and school for lep- 
rosy workers throughout South Korea.” 
Father Sweeney, who left this country 
for South Korea September, visited 
Carville October 1954, with Sister 
Marie Susanne, Lyons, France, who was 
then touring the U.S., and Sister Mary 
Augustine, Framingham, Mass. 

Founder and director the Gate 
Heaven (HD) Asylum South China, 


Father Sweeney worked among pa- 
tients for more than years before be- 
ing expelled the Chinese Communists 
about three years ago. 


Father Sweeney outlined the purposes 
the present work recent letter 
New Britain Herald. Accord- 
ing his letter, Father Sweeney living 
storeroom which has been made 
over for the winter “with doors, win- 
dows and tar paper.” With him Phil 
Kim, who worked with him years 
ago North Korea. “This asylum,” 
Father Sweeney wrote, “is ideally located 
the side mountain covered with 
pine and oak, now green and golden 
brown against the cliffs and the first 
snows. The water supply clear, good 
and ample. Some 200 patients pack the 
place, under the care Father Ha, who 
will continue the good work which 
has well organized.” 

The goal making the institution in- 
center and school “may far 
away,” noted. “The buildings are 
overcrowed seven rooms fit for 
two. The Korean doctor occasional 
attendance has gone off six months’ 
tour perhaps indefinitely. The medi- 
cal equipment crude and the labora- 
tory only name just Japanese 
microscope, used patient technicians 
and few bottle stains. 

soon have his salary, 
Bagalawis, who worked years with 
South China, will join here, 
big financial sacrifice. will have 
rough with Phil and the store- 
room. hope get apparatus for his 
work microscope, microtome and 
other clinical and laboratory equipment. 
Possibly the Spring can build 
house where may bring his wife, who 
just devoted this work the 
doctor. Another foreign doctor 
unteered. 

“We plan use the center base 
for mobile clinics soon acquire 
station wagon Jeeps, which will fitted 
out with drugs and instruments bring 
treatment far and wide thousands 
who never can hospitalized, and 
vaccinate their children and other close 
contacts. Sister Suzanne’s 
and vaccine are the great hope because 
they are far less costly, and seemingly 
more effective than anything else, and 
they require only monthly injections. 
Besides, they are non-toxic. the 
next year can employ one doctor 
and get one Jeep rolling, our dreams 
will coming true.” 
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Louisiana College Speech 
Class Learns about 


“To Persuade Lay Audience that 
Hansen’s Disease Disease, Not Dis- 
grace” was the subject selected Myr- 
Davidson, student Northwestern 
State College, Natchitoches, Louisiana, 
for her final speech the semester. 

Miss Davidson wrote that she had 
read everything available the college 
library the subject, and requested 
copies our publication help her 
with the preparation. furnished the 
material, suggesting that she wanted 
catch and hold the attention her 
audience propose the class the idea 
that ex-patient wished live 
Natchitoches. Would the discharged pa- 
tient welcomed shunned? 

asked Miss Davidson let 
know the reaction the class, she 
used our suggestion. She meditated 
while, and concluded she’d and 
see what happened. Here’s the story 
she wrote us, took your sugges- 
tion and presented this way, “What 
would you say you knew that dis- 
charged patient from Carville was com- 
ing live your town? What would 
your first reaction fear, alarm, dis- 
gust? You should honored that 
person who had spent many years 
life fighting battle against stubborn 
disease was well and wanted live 
your town.’ 

“At first, the audience’s reaction was 
severe, but went along and gave 
them the facts, noticed change come 
over each and every face, Afterwards 
many classmates came and 
thanked for presenting them with 
new knowledge. me, was great 
triumph; for many them age-old 
fear was dispelled. learned great deal 
while preparing talk and shall all 
power educate others about 
Hansen’s disease. thesis for English 
has asked again use for ora- 
tion when get into debate.” 

Almost afterthought, Myrna 
Davidson added that she had made 
good grade her talk. feel that 
took courage tackle this subject, and 
that she accomplished great deal 
causing the students think more ser- 
iously about Hansen’s disease and what 
happens patients when they are dis- 
charged and begin seeking place where 
they can live without prejudice from 
their neighbors, 


* * * 


Star Salesman 


have brand new subscribers 
THE STAR the city Memphis, 
Tenn., and the time this appears 
print, the total will probably 100, 
that the immediate goal set our 
friend, Helen Putnam, who launched 
the subscription drive Memphis. 


Helens seem have talent for launch- 
ing. There was that legendary Helen, 
the gal from Troy, whose beauty said 
have launched thousand ships. But 
our Helen legend, She very 
real, pulsating personality, solid, sub- 
stantial person, full dynamite and 
drive. Her interest Carville began 
last summer when she appeared here 
Helen, who was then 
living New Orleans, recorded the 
events leading her Carville 
pearance, and what she expected find 
here and didn’t, letter friend 
Memphis. She expressed her feelings 
dramatic fashion, straight from the 
heart, she lived the experience. Her 
letter was sincere 
that printed THE STAR (Dec. 
1955) 

Helen took copy THE STAR with 
her when she did radio show with her 
friend, Olivia Browne, Station WMC, 
Memphis. Miss Browne read Helen’s let- 
gram and Helen and Olivia spent thirty 
minutes discussing Carville and 
THE The program was hardly 
over when the phone began ring 
WMC. People wanted more 
and some wanted subscribe THE 
STAR. Helen and Olivia are planning 
show the Spring. and they 
will “talk again.” “This all just 
local stuff,” writes Helen, “but anyhow, 
Memphis will know about Carville and 
when get through.” 

Helen’s sister Pauline, Mrs. Henry 
Autry, assistant personnel director 
one the large stores Memphis, be- 
came interested, and took copy THE 
STAR the store. That copy brought 
the new subs. Helen sent 
the other which she obtained with 
the assistance her mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Vivian Putnam. should 
Helen launched this drive during her 
convalescence from tough bout with 
pneumonia. 

Helen Putnam hopes break into 
show business professionally and tal- 
ent counts, she She loaded with 
it. may some day hear Helen 
star comedienne. our book she 
already star STAR salesman. 
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Some Patients (cont’d from page 


here you meet the college graduate and 
the illiterate, the well-groomed and the 
habitually sloven, the shy and the brag- 
gart. Upon becoming patient, you fee! 
your way until you find group 
people who have interests similar 
your own, and then cultivate them. 
you are friendly with those who like 
good books, stimulating conversation 
and the better things life you become 
known “big shot” those whose 
interests are dissimilar yours. Here 
met people who yearned for the 
better things life, but had never been 
exposed them before hospitalization. 
was here that they developed love 


classical music, good literature, and 
desire for higher learning. I’ve also 
known those from good backgrounds 
who deteriorated during hospitalization 
seeking the companionship not too 
desirable characters, indulging heavy 
drinking and late hours their own 
physical damage. 

There are those new comers whom 
you endeavor extend bit hospi- 
tality because you feel they need boost 
along the road adjustment, only 
have your efforts rejected. Others are 
grateful for invitation spend 
evening have dinner your home, 
and you enjoy feeling satisfaction 
for helping them along the 
taking their hospitalization 
cial manner, 

Lasting friendships are born and nur- 
tured here, and you keep touch with 
those friends matter 
eventually settle after leaving Carville. 
have common bond forged while 
sharing hospitalization, and ex-patients 
not lose their interest how things 
are going with those still here, them 
letter bringing news from 
pital like letter from home was 
during hospitalization. And still 
living the hospital, letter telling 
their health, work and home always 
interest. 

nearly twenty years residence 
can think many people’s lives who 
have crossed own. There are those 
who came into orbit and went out 
without any special impression 
either us. I’ve known others, too 
numerous mention, whose friendship 
has enriched life and whom think 
fondly recollect and reflect 
other days and some patients I’ve 
known. 
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Mail Bag 


Communication from Secretary 


see that publishing your 
known journal the article (S.M.O.M. Plans 
Congress Social Side 
Hansen’s Star, Nov. 1955), which 
violently attacks the Organizing Com- 
mittee our Congress for having used the 
term “leper,” you are continuing the battle 
for the elimination the word “leper,” hav- 
ing the conviction that you are right. Use- 
the subject, that despite the resolutions 
ihe two international congresses not all are 
the elimination the word 
Besides could you explain 
what deep and subtle difference there 
between using the term and that 
“leprosy?” not wrong the interna- 
tional association effectively named 
Leprosy Association.” One could 
multiply the examples, but just want 
remind you that the World Health Organ- 
ation. association world-wide im- 
September 1953, published its 
report entitled “Comite’ Experts 
that was not possible adopt the same 
title for our Congress that used the 
the article, evidently the defence 
and social rehabilitation does not concern 
the sickness, but the sick. Moreover, have 
shown our good will having put the term 
the World Health Organization their 
reports. 

wish point out another error the 
writer the article, who evidently does not 
exactly know the meaning the Sovereign 
Military Order Malta. fact, not 
easy comprehend the juridical position 
this ancient Order with its sovereign pre- 
rogatives and which, although having its 
headquarters here Rome, does not belong 
the political entity Italy. For instance, 
the resident palaces the Order Rome 
are extra-territorial, and after the occupa- 
tion the Allied Forces, all troops respect- 
the internationality the Order did 
also the Germans previously. ‘Therefore, the 
reference “under absolutely 
mistaken, Mussolini was the head the 
Italian Government and had relation 
whatsoever with the Sovereign Military Or- 
der Malta. the other hand, the “prob- 
ably nearly” preceding “all could 
have been omitted, since the Order with re- 
gard its catholic traditions goes back 
the 11th century. Therefore, Sovereign 
Military Order Catholic Faith. 

The sentence contained the article 
planned Congress seems have gotten off 
the wrong could probably have been 
avoided. regards the words 
illness” agree that they should avoided, 
and will done future communica- 
tions. The importance the words, however, 
very relative, because daresay that facts 
rather count this world. our Congress 
will result good facts rather than 
words, then believe our aim has been fully 
reached. 

Our objective help together with 
others the battle for the defence and 
social rehabilitation the leprosy sufferer. 
the debated subject the use the 
term “leper,” please read what Dr. Chaus- 
sinand has written the volume “La Le’pre.” 

This also modest -point view 
the problem, which merely formality 
and not important admit, how- 
ever, that possible, your idea may ac- 
cepted. And our desire help the hattte 
against leprosy should appreciated 
all men good will. 

Prof. Giuseppe Bendandi 

General Secretary 

Congresso Internazionale per Di- 
fesa Riabilitazione Sociale del 

Palazzo Malta, Roma 


Two International Leprosy Congresses 
(Havana 1948 and Madrid 1953) adopted for- 
mal resolutions recommending “that the use 
the term ‘leper’ designation the pa- 
tient with leprosy abandoned and the per- 
son suffering from the disease designated 
The resolution prepared 


1956 


Havana and reaffirmed Madrid, was 
the recommendation special 
comm.ttees, chosen study social aspects 
the problem. Obviously, the majority, 
all” are agreed this point. titling 
its Congress for the 
Lefense and Social Rehabilitation the 
the Sovereign Military Order 
Malta has disregarded policy already ac- 
cepted internationally. Putting the objection- 
able quotation marks does not sof- 
ten the blow nor does the fact that WHO 
did this, justify two wrongs 
not make right. WHO’s action this mat- 
ter has been discussed our columns before, 
and beside the point here, but WHO 
take note you are responsible for setting 
bad example. 

for the “deep and subtle difference” be- 
tween using the terms “leprosy” and “leper,” 
can’t explain this, Professor, because 
far are concerned, there very little, 
any, difference. But the term “leprosy pa- 
one sick person. The dic- 
tionary, even the medical dictionary, defines 
person affected with leprosy,” 
but the word has undergone such trans- 
ference meaning that stands almost 
solely for outcast pariah everything 
vile and anything but sick person. Similar- 
ly, the dictionary and the medical dictionary 
defines “leprosy” “chronic infectious 
disease. etc., etc.” But like its offspring, this 
word, too, has undergone transference 
meaning, especially the average layman 
for whom contamination and 
taint, and symbolic sin rather than 
“degrading disease.” SMOM did 
exactly that until was brought their 
attention. 

don’t know how “deep and subtle” 
you will find the doctors’ explanation the 
difference but this how they differentiate. 
“‘Leprosy’ very interesting disease, 
definite clinical condition; ‘leper’ social 
stigma.” The medical world retains the name 
“leprosy” the scientific designation for 
the disease, though most medical men who 
have studied the subject readily admit 
not scientifically accurate name. It’s re- 
tention more the basis tradition 
and convenience. Said former president 
the International Leprosy Association, “It 
cannot successfully denied that discus- 
sing leprosy its victims, the present terms 
are great convenience even they are 
thoroughly objectionable.” Moreover, 
practicable and acceptable substitute has 
been found other than Hansen’s disease 
Hansenosis, and the majority doctors ob- 
ject eponyms. (Naming disease after 
man), though medical literature contains 
many eponyms, Burger’s disease, Hodgkins 
disease, cetera. 

“Facts” “count this world” should, 
and actions speak louder than words but 
not under-estimate the power words, 
Professor Bendandi. Our greatest American 
President, Abraham Lincoln, 
day celebrate this month, meeting 
the author Uncle Tom’s Cabin, said, “So, 
this the little lady who wrote the book 
that started the Civil War.” And un- 
der-estimate the tyranny words either, 
Professor, not long have contend 
with such verbal monsters “leprosy” and 
“leper.” the SMOM Congress can come 
with scientifically accurate and descrip- 
tive name, the medical worid. 
this will indeed “in defense and social 
rehabilitation” the patient. 

are indebted Professor Bendandi 
for enclosing excerpt from Dr. Chaussin- 
and’s book. was translated from the 
French for physician friend, and 
present here, with our comments. —Ed. 

* * 


Excerpt from Dr. Chaussinand’s Book 
“La Lepre,” 2nd Edition, Published 
Expansion 
1955 Chapter Clinical Features 
Section, 


For several years, very active campaign 
has been carried on, especially English 
speaking countries and principally the 
United States, against the use the word 
leper. The use this term, which derived 
from the word leprosus, which stigmatizes. 
the Latin version the Bible, the person 
attacked Zaraath, is, according the 
advocates this change. the cause the 
horror which pursues the leprous even 
the present time. They also urge that this 
obnoxious term should replaced the 
expression patient with leprosy. Some ask 
even that the word leprosy erased from 
medical terminology and propose adoption 
the unsuitable names Hansen’s disease and 
Hansenosis. 

This campaign has not aroused any inter- 
est the territories the French Unicn 
and practically none the Latin countries. 

changing the name disease, the 
associated with would decreased. After 
little while the whole world would 
that the expressions Hansen’s disease, Han- 
senosis and leprosy have exactly the 
significance and that the substitution 
name would have effect absolutely con- 
trary that which desired. This would 
the surest method convincing the pub- 
lic that leprosy really the most terrible 
plague humanity because are attempt- 
ing to disguise its true name. 

our opinion, there need new 
definition describe leprosy, and con- 
sider that the word leper cannot regarded 
seriously more objectionable than -the 
expression patient with leprosy. Moreover, 
millions persons afflicted with leprosy, 
scattered throughout the world, are unaware 
the meaning this term since they are 
designated their different languages 
wide variety terms not derived from the 
Greek word lepra. 

however clear that the words leprosy 
and leper need used only medical 
terminology. They should never appear 
the entrances institutions for care pa- 
tients. Moreover, writers the French lan- 
guage should rigorously abstain from im- 
proper use these terms. objectionable 
use the word leprous indicative any- 
thing distasteful obnoxious. 

The historical stigma will cease to pursue 
the lepers, only when special laws directed 
against them are abolished. 

When the public learns that these patients 
can without danger treated generally 
dispensaries, they will understand that lep- 
rosy relatively low contagiousness and 
they will longer consider the lepers 
pariahs. have had occasion note Many 
times that such reversal public opinion 
can obtained rapidly. 

not the words leprosy and leper which 
ought changed but the anti-leprosy 
laws the twentieth century, often ab- 
surd and inhumane those the middle 
ages. 


Dr. Chaussinand associated with the 
Institut Pasteur, Paris. considered one 
the foremost international authorities 
the field Hansen’s disease, and respect 
and admire his work. But certain statements 
the chapter from his book, excerpted here, 
are open question. 

number prominent Latin-American 
physicians, specializing Hansen’s disease, 
have gone record favor new 
minology replace the traditional terms. 
Many patients Latin-American countries 
feel the same way about it, and have said 
letters THE STAR. Actually, the 
campaign get rid the old terminology 
started the Latin-American countries be- 
fore started the U.S. this con- 
nection, book so-called “leprosy,” 
Unclean! Unclean! Paolo Zappa (trans- 
lated from the Italian Edward Storer), 
significant. Mr. Zappa collected material 
for his book Brazil about 1930, long be- 
fore started THE STAR, even before 
the “66” STAR, embryo the present STAR. 
Mr. Zappa called Dr. Castro Filho, then 
the Public Health Department the 

(cont’d page 12) 
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Mail from page 11) 
State Sao Paolo, requesting permission 
visit Sanatorium Sant’ Angelo. Filho 
agreed but gave the journalist bit 
vice. “Don’t call them ‘lepers’ but Han- 
senians. This innocent fiction which makes 
things little less painful for them. They 
don’t brood the word much.” Proof 
positive that Latin-American patients ob- 
jected the odious words. could cite 
many more examples space permitted but 
the following communication from one 
Dr. Chaussinand’s fellow French scientists 
especially pertinent. “For many years 
now, have endeavoured France and 
the French colonies substitute the expres- 
sions ‘Hansen’s disease’ and ‘Hansenian’ for 
the words ‘leprosy’ and ‘leper’ which are 
repulsive our patients, besides contribut- 
ing the maintenance irresistible 
feeling biased disgust among the lay pub- 
lic. ‘Hansen’s disease’ and ‘Hansenian’ are 
terms which are readily accepted our 
patients.” 

Dr. Chaussinand looks new terminology 
“attempt disguise its true name.” 
has missed the boat. the contrary, 
true” scientific name. When Dr. Chaus- 
sinand speaks the “true name,” talk- 
ing about the traditional name. “Leprosy” 
definitely not the “true name” the dis- 
ease. the traditional name and there 
vast difference. That which tradition- 
pays homage the status quo, often 
the line least resistance that which 
true never does. his book, Modern Con- 
cepts Leprosy (1953), Dr. Harry Arnoid 
states: “The word ‘leper’ was turn 
translation from the Hebrew word ‘zaraath’ 
which its most specific meant merely any 
scaly disease, and probably included several 
(among them, perhaps, leprosy) its widest 
sense. not apparent that the disease 
call leprosy anywhere specifically re- 
ferred the Bible. tragic that the 
words lepra and leprosy should ever have 
been attached the disease now know 
those names, for with the names have 
gone all the Biblical misconceptions con- 
tagiousness and fear that harrass victims 
the disease today.” 

fact that many patients through- 
out the world are designated their differ- 
ent languages wide variety terms not 
derived from the Greek word “lepra.” Usual- 
these terms are objectionable and stig- 
matic that particular language the 
word “leper” English, Spanish, French, 
cetera. such cases, would well 
follow the recommendation the Havana 
and Madrid Congresses. “That the use 
any term whatever language, which 
ignates ‘person suffering from and 
which unpleasant associations are attach- 
ed, should discouraged.” Moreover, Eng- 
lish used modern medical 
more than any other single language. 

Dr. Chaussinand’s plea for less strinaent 
segregation laws sane and sound and 
accord with modern concepts. course, 
along with him all the way. But one 
wonders has occurred Dr. Chaussin- 
and, whence came these “absurd and 
man” anti-leprosy laws the twentieth 
century. Such laws hark -back the 
rosy” the Bible. the camp shail 
his habitation be.” (Leviticus). Says the 
Jewish encyclopedia: “It reasonahle 
believe that, although Biblical and modern 
leprosy are, all probability, not the same 
disease, the present custom segreaating 
had its origin and stimulus the 
Biblical example segregatina those af- 
flicted zaraath. Had the Bible never 
been written probable that lepers would 
today permitted and out amona 
their fellows unhindered, for leprosy 
much less actively communicable disease 
than several other well-known affections 
the case which segregation not practic- 
able.” 

Dr. Chaussinand recognizes the 
brium attached the words “leprosy” and 
“leper” outside medical terminology, and 
his approach retain them medical 
literature only, but their use 
otherwise, particularly connotatively. This 
impossible and completely imprac- 
tical. These terms are imbedded 
the language synonymous loath- 


someness, degradation, sin, cetera, that 
they cannot uprooted. Their reference 
that direction, nine times out ten, 
rather than the disease miscalled that 
name the patient. The emotional con- 
notations the word “leprosy” and “leper” 
are permanent part the language from 
the classics the comic books, and 
not believe they can expunged from the 
language, nor could these words expelied 
from the Bible from dictionaries, but the 
medical world could, they would, sever all 
connections with them. consumma- 
tion devoutly wished.” Ed. 


With reference your article 
Plans International Congress Social Side 
Prelate the Holy See, September 
1955: convocation this 
could not more opportune, and have 
doubt will most profitable, provided 
kept within the limits Christian So- 
cial Assistance, regretted, espe- 
cially the case Congress sponsored 
Catholic institution, that the invita- 
tion such terms and opinions which re- 
cent years have been particularly repudi- 
ated, e.g. ‘leper,’ ‘one the most terrible 
diseases,’ ‘degrading illness,’ ‘smitten evil,’ 
etc. may exist.” 

G. Basombrio, M.D. 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


See Page Ed. 
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you want protest against all the false 
predictions of the prognosticators, you have 
very hard work, and for long time. 

believe tuberculosis and leprosy are mu- 
trally antagonistic diseases, because one can 
show that there can exist state relative 
cross immunity, produced by these two in- 
fections. 

the question the incidence tuber- 
culosis leprosy, common that leprosy 
patients are contaminated Koch’s 
but the allergic tuberculoid form lep- 
rosy, the disease occurs very rarely, and 
then generally mild, whereas tubercu- 
losis frequent and often extremely severe 
the anergic lepromatous form. have 
never seen death due tuberculosis occur- 
ring tuberculoid leprosy patients, but tu- 
herculcsis was often the cause the lepro- 
matous patient’s death. Only the allergic 
leprosy patients get relative immunity 
against tuberculosis. 


the epidemiological side, interest- 
ing point out that generally one finds 
tively few cases tuberculosis those 

where one finds lot leprosy, 
and vice versa. One can give many examples 
the antagonism between tuberculosis and 
leprosy. Thus, in French West Africa, in the 
large city Dakar, tuberculosis common 
and leprosy relatively rare, whereas in the 
interior leprosy common and tuberculosis 
rare. believe that the state dynamic 
one, and that equilibrium will reached, 
and that leprosy will gradually disappear 
result the spread tuberculosis 
to the interior. Everywhere, tuberculosis 
first the cities and only many 
years later in the country, whereas leprosy 
disappears first the cities and remains 
long time endemic in the country. 

Chaussinand, M.D. 
Institut Pasteur 
Paris, France 


Dr. Chaussinand’s letter refers “Lo! 
The Poor Indian” (STAR-Dec. 1955). Ed. 
* 
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had the privilege visiting roadside 
clinic maintained the American Marathi 
Mission (Congregational) some fifteen 
twenty miles outside Poona. you are 
not already familiar with the program be- 
ing carried there, think you will 
interested the enclosed report recently 
sent our office Miss Lillian Picken 
the American Marathi Mission. realized 
watched about patients varying age 
and circumstance receive their treatment 
and the few pounds Muli-Purpose Food 
powdered milk that are given them 
help them build body strength, that 


impossible for people have reasonable 
understanding the problem without 
direct contact. Many own 
tions vanished and possibly the most 
heartening incident can recall concerned 
the case one stalwart young Man who 
gave his occupation that police of- 
ficer. told that had been grantea 
year’s leave absence his superiors 
and this seemed evidence the tre- 
mendous advance that has been made 
both the treatment the disease and the 
prevailing social attitude towards it. 

Florence Rose, Executive Secretary 

Meals for Millions 

Los Angeles, Calif. 


See Guest Book page 
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What privilege and joy was meet 
you and your fine staff THE STAR! 
carry away such happy memories all. 
thrilled over wnat you are doing 
your department, much more eatensive 
than could ever have dreamed. 

Perhaps the finest thing all hold 
memory the wonderful spirit felt 
your department, well everywhere 
treasured “plus” which was evident wherev- 
er one went. 

Mrs. Page gave generously her time, 
did you and all your co-workers. are 
more than grateful for all that learned. 
Carville seems perfect example 
what place can when people and the 
government care. God bless you all. know 
does. 

Miss Schaefer and parted Cincinnati 
after fine trip, she going Indianapolis, 
coming Detroit, where are being 
treated beautiful snow storm this morn- 
ing. 

Yours the bond fellowship and re- 
membrances, choice ones you all. 

Mrs. Louise Fisher, R.N. 
St. Clair, Mich. 


See Guest Book page 
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Thanks million for thinking our mis- 
sions when you got your “windfall.” One 
hundred dollars will buy DDS for 166 pa- 
tients, and will use for that number 
the unit called Ca- 
vangu Angola. 

Raymond Currier 
Administrative Secretary 
American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
New York, New York 


From THE STAR’s check $50 have 
got nearly Israeli pounds! Sister Nina 
(nurse) and Brother Yavab are planning 
trip the Spring for the children who are 
patients here. Two years ago took the 
children such trip and they saw big 
part our “state.” Let hope that there 
will war and your gift will able 
enjoyed all the participants. Many 
thanks THE STAR for the generous gift. 

Rabinowitz, M.D. 
Hospital for Hansen’s disease 
Jerusalem, Israel 


just returned from the Moffosil (Bengali 
for Jungle Villages) last night, and found 
your most welcome letter along with the 


wonderful check for hundred. sincerest- 


thanks THE STAR for your wonderful 
generosity and thoughtfulness this most 
Holy Season the year. Rest assured 
shall used for medicine for our pa- 
tients. Since leg has healed completely 
have once again “hit the road” and 
seeing this personally. course, even 
apart from this, have strict moral ob- 
ligation use money only for the purpose 
for which was given. 

was thoughtful you and THE 
STAR divide your gifts among the 
lic, Protestant and Jewish workers. was 
most Christ-like. 

Father Thaddeus 
Bihar, India 


The letters from Mr. Currier, Dr. Rabino- 
witz and Father Mudry are acknowledge- 
ments THE STAR’s Christmas gifts. 


February 


| 


Hansen’s disease was not known Biblical times and has not the slightest 
resemblance zaraath. The unfortunate notion that zaraath 
ease has semantic only, the word leprosy has been used for many 
ferent diseases during the course time. These statements are supported 
authoritative proof contained scientific treatises (Lendrum, Tas, 
MacArthur, etc.), reprints which are available from THE STAR. 

International medical experts agree that any scheme for the 
will depend for its success educated public opinion. 

Biblical associations with the disease are major factor the leprophobia 
and change terminology would contribute saner public view- 
point. immediate step accomplishing the disassociation would of- 
change the name the disease, 


The world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater intants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probabie 
that most cases the susceptibility familal. continen- 
tal United States, endemic foci limited Louisiana, 
and Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease 
rarely communicated contacts that from the public health 
municable disease. This statement supported 
dations the American Public Health Association 
Communicable Diseases Man, 1950). These APHA re- 
commendations are with U.S, Public Health Service. 

The hospital Carville was founded sixty years 
date not single member the medical nursing 
has contracted the disease. Doctors and nurses take 
simple precautions, not comparable with those they would 
take dealing with diphtheria, typhoid, and other 
municable diseases. 

Visitors, with the exception children under 
mitted freely. The general visiting adolescents not en- 


Despite the fact that among the many Hansenaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious 
and lay, have been daily association with the patients, the 
incidence infection very small. some these cases rea- 
sonable doubt exists whether the individual acquired 
the infection the Hansenarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, With but one possible exception native this 


endemic not single member the personnel 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section one the most endemic states 
the Union, and one would expect more cases develop 
sheer coincidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point 
such record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien, his biogra- 
phers assert that, good father never took any precau- 
tions infection but lived continuously under 
His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years with- 
out contracting the disease. 


couraged. Visitors are not required take any 
cautions. 

Patients are permitted visit 
lor periods month. 

FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 
proof that Hansen’s disease the least communicabie all 
communicable diseases. 

Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media, 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 

* * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Once that determined, the 
year-old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, 
announced his discovery the germ generally accepted 
the causative agent the disease. appearance and size 
closely resembles the germ which causes tuberculosis, the 
tubercle bacillus. single organisms impossible 
‘he “laboratory” distinguish between the two germs. 


* * * 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York (exclusive New York City) and Vermont, 
end patients those states are subject restrictions. 
New York City, patients are permitted about 
their but may not food take 
care children, nor nurse the sick. 


* * * * 


Eleven states (Ala., Maine, Mass., Mich., Minn., N.H., 
N.D., Pa., and W.Va.) have requirements ex- 
cept reporting. General regulations for control commun: 
cable diseases, however, may invoked. Mass., Mich., 
N.D. specifically have “no restrictions” regards isolation 
patients. 


* * + 


man woman may remain perfect physica! 
for years after contracting Hansen’s disease. More hal! 
the patients now Carville could sit 
social gathering. 
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Gommonly Asked About 


Hansen Disease 
Where the disease found? 


found mostly tropical and sub-tropical regions, with residual areas 
low prevalence cooler regions. The most heavily infected localities 
tropical Africa, India, China, Southeast Asia, Japan, Oceania (excepting 
Australia, New Zealand and Tasmania), the Dutch East Indies, the 
and certain parts Central and South America. 


How many cases Hansen’s disease are there the world today? 


While properly supervised surveys have been possible, except isolated 
instances, the generally accepted number from three five millions. 


Hansen’s disease found the United States? 


Some cases arise Florida, Louisiana, Texas, and Southern California, Oc- 
casional cases discovered the north are usually foreign-born. The esti- 
mated total the United States from one two thousand. 


Does the United States provide leprosaria? 


Yes. Five maintained the United States, its territories and depen- 
dencies. excellent leprosarium, under the direction the Public Healih 
Service maintained the United States Carville, Louisiana. staff- 
personnel the Service and Sisters Charity. There are also 
saria the Hawaiian Islands, Puerto Rico, St. Croix the Virgin Islands and 
the Panama Canal Zone. 


How many patients are there Carville? 


There are approximately three hundred. The number varies slightly from 
time time, 


---From leaflet published the Leonard Wood Memorial (1955). 


x 


Service Hospital, Carville, Louisiana. 
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